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NURSING TOPICS:

Critical Care Nursing

Licensing Exams (NELAX)

Emergency Room Nursing
Michele Burke, RN, MSN, CCRN
Assistant Professor of Nursing
610-796-8394
michele.burke@alvernia.edu
BSN - College of St. Teresa
MSN - DeSales University

School Nursing
Deborah A. Greenawald, RN, MSN
Assistant Professor of Nursing
610-796-8462
deborah.greenawald@alvernia.edu
BS - Bucknell University
BSN - George Mason University
MSN - Widener University

Outreach

Masters of Science in Nursing Program
Noreen Kern, RN, BSN
Nursing Outreach Coordinator
610-796-5611
noreen.kern@alvernia.edu
BSN - University of Delaware

Nurse Practitioners

Critical Care Nursing

Diabetic Education

Endocrine/Thyroid Issues

Prospective Students
Carol Roach, MSN, CRNP, CDE
Assistant Professor of Nursing
610-796-8364
carol.roach@alvernia.edu
BSN - Carlow College
MSN - West Chester University
Post Masters Certificate: Family Nurse Practitioner

BACK TO INDEX



Nurse Practitioners

Emergency Room Nursing
Maureen Sanders, RN, MSN, CRNP
Assistant Professor of Nursing
610-796-8308
maureen.sanders@alvernia.edu
ADN - Reading Area Community College
BS - Bloomsburg University
MSN - Bloomsburg University

Pediatrics
Child Nursing
Mary Ellen Symanski, Ph.D., RN
Assistant Professor of Nursing, Department Chair
610-796-8460
maryellen.symanski@alvernia.edu
BSN - University of Delaware
MS - University of Maryland
Ph.D. - Wayne State University

Leadership and Professionalism in Nursing

Any general nursing topics
Karen S. Thacker, DNSc, RN
Dean, Professional Programs
Assistant Professor of Nursing
610-796-8306
karen.thacker@alvernia.edu
ADN - Morris Harvey College
BSN - Marshall University
MSN - West Virginia University
DNSc - Widener University

Community Health
Parish Nursing
Medical Surgical Nursing
Constance Twyman, MSN, RN, CS
Assistant Professor of Nursing
610-796-8291
connie.twyman@alvernia.edu
Diploma - Saint Joseph Hospital School of Nursing
BSN - University of the State of New York
MSN - West Chester University



Laboratory Equipment

Simulations

Laboratory Design
Susan M. Wahl, RN, BSN
Nursing Department Lab Coordinator
610-796-8466
susan.wahl@alvernia.edu
ADN - Alvernia College
BSN - Alvernia College

Mental Health

Government Issues

Quality Assurance
Kathleen Wisser MS, RN, CPHQ
Assistant Professor of Nursing
Areas taught- nursing, mental health, research methods
Other areas- addictions
610-790-2853
kathleen.wisser@alvernia.edu
BS - Thomas Jefferson University
MSN - Penn State University




HISTORY and POLITICS TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

United States Presidents
All Political Topics
Pennsylvania History
Bias in History Books
Orchestra Leader Glenn Miller, and Musical Evolution
The Balkans (region including Bosnia, Serbia, and Kosovo)
Tim H. Blessing Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History
610-796-8235
tim.blessing@alvernia.edu

Nationalism in Modern Europe
Industrialized Mass War from 1861 to 1945
Indian Soldiers at war in World War I
Japanese-American Soldiers at war in World War 11
Guerrilla/Asymmetrical/Protracted War
Books written:
A War of Empire and Frontier: The Philippine-American War, 1899-1902
The British Working Class and Enthusiasm for Warfare, 1914-1916
David Silbey Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History
610-796-8368
david.silbey@alvernia.edu

Honors Programs

Political Science

International Relations

International Security

International Law
Victoria Williams, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Political Science
Director of the Honors Program
610-796-5511
victoria.williams@alvernia.edu

City Government, Local Politics
Local non-profit organizations
Ginny Hand
Director of the Holleran Center for Community Engagement
610-796-8371
Ginny.Hand@alvernia.edu




COMMUNICATION, ENGLISH, AND THEATRE TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

Recharging emotional and intellectual health through reading and writing poetry
Edgar Allan Poe
Recent Poets Laureate
American and British Literature
Marybeth DeMeo
Chair of English, Communication, and CIS
Associate Professor of English and Communication
610-796-8209
beth.demeo@alvernia.edu

Public Speaking
Interpersonal Communication
Intercultural Communication
Writing for the media or the workplace
Effective Teaching
Event Planning
Publishing Portfolio Design
Susan Guay
Associate Professor of English and Communication
610-796-8344
susan.guay@alvernia.edu

The Reel World versus The Real World (mass media shaping culture)
Confessions of a Film Addict — from Snow White to Titanic
Spirituality of Women in the Church
Religion in Film
Alvernia College’s History
How to be an Armchair Movie Critic
Feminist Movement through Novels
Vampires to Batman — Gothic Film and Literature
CSI Fact & Fiction (in film and literature)
Sister Pacelli
Professor of English and Communication
610-796-8234
sister.pacelli@alvernia.edu



Broadcast Journalism
Crisis Communications
Political Communications
Healthcare or Medical Communications
Sensationalism in TV news
Jodi Radosh
Assistant Director of Community Engagement
Assistant Professor of English and Communication
610-796-8419
jodi.radosh@alvernia.edu

Theatre
Nathan Thomas
Assistant Professor of Theater
610-796- 8343
nathan.thomas@alvernia.edu

Arab Women’s Literature

Compostion and Speech

Tutoring for Writing
Danielle Saad
Learning Center




BUSINESS TOPICS

Investing

Leadership

Experiential and Transformational Learning
Scott Ballantyne, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Business
Area of Specialization: MBA
610-796-8288
scott.ballantyne@alvernia.edu

Sport Management

Sport Sociology

Coaching and Leadership Styles in Youth Sports
Travis Berger, M.Ed.
Assistant Professor of Business
Area of Specialization: Sport Management
610-796-8208
travis.berger(@alvernia.edu

Human Resource Management
Beth Berret, SPHR
Associate Professor of Business
Area of Specialization: Management
610-796-8366
beth.berret@alvernia.edu

Accounting Practices
Bryan Dreibelbis, CMA, CFM
Associate Professor of Business
Area of Specialization: Accounting
610-796-8272
bryan.dreibelbis@alvernia.edu

Public Relations

Direct Marketing
Jonathan Silver, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Business
610-796-8236
jonathan.silver@alvernia.edu

BACK TO INDEX



Economics
MBA Program

Law

Tufan Tiglioglu, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Business
Area of Specialization: Economics
610-796-8278
tufan.tiglioglu@alvernia.edu

Mary Ellen Wells, J.D., LL.M
Department Chair

Assistant Professor of Business
Area of Specialization: Law
610-568-1442
maryellen.wells@alvernia.edu
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ADDICTION STUDIES BACK TO INDEX

Drug and Alcohol Prevention, Education, Treatment and Enforcement
George J. Vogel, Jr.
Program Director
Lecturer in Addiction Studies
BA Sociology — Kutztown University
MA Counseling Education — Kutztown University

George J. Vogel serves as Executive Director of the Council on Chemical Abuse (Berks
County's administrative agency for drug and alcohol services). He has over 25 years of
highly successful administrative experience in initiating, directing and coordinating a
wide range of drug and alcohol programs and services at both the college level (program
teaching), and at the community level (e.g., prevention, education, treatment and
enforcement). He is a recognized leader in professional, government and community
associations. He has been elected and/or appointed to numerous offices, boards,
committees, planning councils and ad hoc task forces. George has been a presenter,
panelist and organizer for many conferences, seminars and workshops at national, state
and regional levels.

Addiction
Raymond Jacobucci
Adjunct Professor
Lecturer in Addiction Studies
MA — Temple University

Raymond Jacobucci is the Director of Residential Treatment Services at the Diagnostic
and Rehabilitation Center in Philadelphia where he is responsible for all detox and
inpatient treatment. He is an adjunct professor at the Community College of Philadelphia
where he teaches addiction-specific courses. Jacobucci has over twenty-five years of
experience in the treatment of addictions including teaching, private practice, and serving
on various boards and committees
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

Child Abuse Investigations
Domestic Violence
Criminal Law
Criminal Procedure
Daria T. LaTorre, J.D.
Assistant Professor & Chair of Criminal Justice
610-796-8481
daria.latorre@alvernia.edu

Daria LaTorre is an expert in Child Abuse Investigations and being a former prosecutor
for those types of crimes. She also is well versed in the issues surrounding the juvenile
justice system and children with disabilities

Criminal Justice

Crisis Management

32-year veteran of the FBI
Edgar J. Hartung, M.A., J.D.
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice
610-796-8230
edgar.hartung@alvernia.edu

Ed Hartung is a more than 32-year veteran in the law enforcement profession. During his years
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Cleveland Heights, Ohio Police
Department, Hartung served in several managerial/supervisory positions. In his law enforcement
career | was interviewed numerous times by both televised and print media. Mr. Hartung also
has legal expertise stemming from his law degree and being a member of the Ohio Bar
Association.

Terrorism

Disasters

Trauma

Hostage Negotiation
Peggy Bowen, Ph.D., CTS
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice
peggy.bowen@alvernia.edu

Dr. Bowen has a Ph.D. in Psychology, is a licensed psychologist, and is qualified to teach
for police academies throughout Pennsylvania. She has taught courses on terrorism,
disasters, trauma, and being a first responder because she has had and continues an
extensive career in the Criminal Justice field. Dr. Bowen spent 45 days at Ground Zero in
New York City, she help at the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City, and has helped at
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countless natural disasters as a Mental Health Specialist for the American Red Cross. Dr.
Bowen was also a police officer and a member of a Special Weapons and Tactics
(SWAT) team where she served as a hostage negotiator.

Police Procedures

Undercover State Police Experiences
Barry Harvey, MS
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice
barry.harvey@alvernia.edu

EDUCATION TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

Superintendent/School Board Relations
Public Schools Today — Effective or Not?
Ph.D. Program at Alvernia
William A. Harst, Ed. D.
Assistant Professor of Education
610-796-8406
william.harst@alvernia.edu

MATH TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

How Technology Changes Math
Calculus Reform: The Role of Technology in Calculus Instruction
Using Math Models for Real Life Situations
Mathematical Interpretation of Human Behavior: Decision Making through Math
John Rochowicz
Professor
610-796-8257
john.rochowicz@alvernia.edu
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PHILOSOPHY and ETHICS BACK TO INDEX

Philosophy of Mind and Psychology
Philosophy of Cognitive Science and Neuroscience
Modern and Contemporary Philosophy
Asian Philosophy and Comparative Philosophy
Bongrae Seok, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Philosophy
610-796-8435
bongrae.seok@alvernia.edu
Ph.D. (philosophy, psychology) — University of Arizona

Dr. Seok teaches philosophy and ethics. He has researched neurophysiology of memory
and visual perception, and has published several books and articles on the philosophical
foundations of cognitive science. Because of his love of art and music, he has given
lectures and presentations in local museums about Asian Art.

Phenomenology

Environmental Philosophy

Aesthetics
Dr. Marc Elliot Lucht
Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Francis Hall 229
610-568-1488
marc.lucht@alvernia.edu
Ph.D. — Emory University

In addition to Alvernia, Dr. Marc Lucht has taught at Rocky Mountain College, the
University of Maine, and Kenyon College. His scholarly work focuses on
phenomenology, environmental philosophy, and aesthetics, and he has published and
delivered numerous conference papers on the work of thinkers such as Martin Heidegger,
Immanuel Kant, George Santayana, Arthur Schopenhauer, and Leo Tolsto
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PSYCHOLOGY TOPICS

Pennsylvania Counseling Association

Professional Ethics

Human Services Accountability in Human Resources
Paul West, Ed.D., LPC, NCC
Assistant Professor of Counselor Education
paul.west@alvernia.edu

BACK TO INDEX
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THEOLOGY TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

Mission and Ministry
Sister Rosemary Stetts
College Mission and Ministry
610-796-8289
Rosemary.stetsOSF@alvernia.edu

Medical Ethics

Ethical Themes in Film

Marriage and Sexuality

Religious War and Peace

Animal Rights

Christian Theology

General Topics in Ethics

Intersections between Religion and Science (BIOETHICS)
Donna Yarri, Chair of Humanities
Associate Professor
610-796-8479
donna.yarri@alvernia.edu

Christian Ethics

Roman Catholic Tradition in Ethics
Dr. Gerald Vigna
Associate Professor
610-796-8365
jerry.vigna@alvernia.edu
BS — Temple University
MA — Northwestern University

Dr. Vigna's current teaching responsibilities include undergraduate courses in medical,
sexual, and social ethics, Christian origins and New Testament interpretation, and
Christology. His graduate teaching responsibilities are in ethics and Christian origins.
Dr. Vigna has presented nationally on such topics as the ethics of forced medical
treatment during pregnancy and the problems of confidentiality in professional and

clerical roles. His current research involves the conflict between business and health care

concerns in the bankruptcy of a major hospital system.
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ATHLETIC TRAINING BACK TO INDEX

Thomas G. Porrazzo, PhD, ATC

Athletic Training Program Director and Head Athletic Trainer
610-796-8311

Tom.porrazzo@alvernia.edu

ATHLETICS AND RECREATION BACK TO INDEX

Laura Gingrich
610-796-8273
Interim Athletic Director

Jon King

610-796-8261
Jon.king@alvernia.edu
Sports Information Director

Kevin Meany

Men’s Lacrosse

610-568-1487

Kevin.Meany@alvernia.edu

Areas taught-Wellness, coaching, lacrosse, First Year Seminar

Lindsay Trottier

Assistant Sports Information Director

Assistant Softball Coach

610-790-1937

Lindsay.Trottier@alvernia.edu

Expertise- Athletics’ website, softball, Phys. Ed., Wellness
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SCIENCE TOPICS BACK TO INDEX

Elizabeth Gardner, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Biology
610-796-8247
elizabeth.gardner@alvernia.edu

American Kestrels at Hawk Mountain
Jim Klucsarits, M.S.
Assistant Professor of Biology
610-796-8271
jim.klucsarits@alvernia.edu

Environmental Issues and Land Use

Living with an Endangered Species

Human Genomes
Spencer Stober, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Biology
610-796-8249
spencer.stober@alvernia.edu
BS in Education - Millersville University
MS in Biology - Millersville University
Ph.D. in Education - Temple University

COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS BACK TO INDEX

Polly Mathys

Assistant Professor of Computer Information Systems
610-796-8283

polly.mathys@alvernia.edu

Michael Nerino

Assistant Professor of Computer Information Systems
610-796-5605

michael.nerino@alvernia.edu
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SOCIAL WORK BACK TO INDEX

Child Abuse — Myths and Realities

How to Survive Parenting Teens

Stress Management at Home and Work
Joan M. Lewis, ACSW, LSW
Dean of Graduate & Continuing Studies
Social Work Department Chair
610-796-8264
joan.lewis@alvernia.edu

Healing Grief through Metaphysics
Student Mentoring
Hugging your way to Health and Happiness
Social Work
Janice Fetrow-Stewart, ACSW, LSW, Field Coordinator
Associate Professor
610-796-8280
janice.fetrowstewart@alvernia.edu

ART BACK TO INDEX

Heidi Reuter
Lecturer in Art
heidiereuter@gmail.com

MUSIC BACK TO INDEX

Jazz — 1910 to the Present

The Birth of Rock ‘n’ Roll

Popular Music 1900-1950
Carol Schwanger, Department Chair
Associate Professor of Music
610.796.8227
carol.schwanger@alvernia.edu
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LANGUAGES BACK TO INDEX

Italian
Pietro DiStravolo
Associate Professor

610.796.8207
pietro.distravolo@alvernia.edu

Spanish
Spanish for: Healthcare, Teachers, or Law Enforcement Professionals
Critical Incident Stress Management

Alison Carzola

Instructor of Spanish

610.796.8270

alison.carzola@alvernia.edu

Alison Carzola is a licensed professional counselor with a part-time marriage and
family practice, critical incident stress management, part of CISM team after
September 11, 2002, cognitive distortions and boundary setting

German
Pat Evers
Lecturer in German
pat.evers@evers-online.net
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BACK TO INDEX

Dr. Karen Ann V. Cameron, Ph.D., OTD, M.Ed., OTR/L
Program Director, Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy
610-796-8386

karen.cameron@alvernia.edu

B.S. Boston University

M.Ed. East Stroudsburg University

OTD Nova Southeastern University

Ph.D. Nova Southeastern University

Neil H. Penny, M.S., OTR/L

Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy
610-796-8377

neil.penny@alvernia.edu

B.S. Birmingham University

OT Cert. University of Pennsylvania

M.S. St. Joseph's University

Back Care and Safety
Posture and Ergonomics for the Computer Operator
Stress Management
Gail F. Metzger, M.S., OTR/L
Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy
610-796-8327
gail.metzger(@alvernia.edu
B.S. Eastern Mennonite University
M.S. Virginia Commonwealth University/Medical College of Virginia

Medicare Changes
Occupational therapy with neurological disorders
Healthcare reimbursement issues
Advocacy
Catherine Emery, M.S., OTR/L, BCN
Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy
610-796-8221
catherine.emery@alvernia.edu
B.S. Albright College
M.S. Sargent College of Boston University
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UNIVERSITY SUPPORT STAFF BACK TO INDEX

President Tom Flynn
Contact Karen Schroder, Administrative Assistant
(610) 796-8203
Karen.Schroder@alvernia.edu

Alumni Affairs
Darlene Berk (610) 796-8212
Darlene.Berk@alvernia.edu

Fundraising
Susan Martz ’05 (610) 790-1901
Director of Annual Giving, marketing of Alvernia College’s Annual Fund,
Phonathon coordination

Tom Minick
Assistant Director of Development

Mike Pressimone (610) 796-8282
Vice President, Institutional Advancement

Community Engagement
Ginny Hand (610) 796-8371
Director of the Center for Community Engagement
Expertise- local politics, counseling psychology, group dynamics, psychology of
behavior

Career Services
Jennifer Dalton (610) 796-8225
Director of Career Services
Areas researched- Asian and other world religions, interfaith understanding an
tolerance. Expertise- Career counseling, services for students and alumni, first
generation students.

Admissions
John McCloskey (610) 796-8226
Jeff Dittman (610) 796-8221
Dwane Walker (610) 796-8219
Admissions’ Guest Program Coordinator and Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach
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Graduate & Continuing Studies
Jen Richter (610) 568-1558

Public Relations
Carey Manzolillo (610-796-8281
Communications Specialist
Carey.Manzolillo@alvernia.edu
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ALVERNIA FAST FACTS:

Founding Year: 1958 Motto: “To Learn, To Love, To Serve”

Degrees Awarded: Associate of Science, Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of
Social Work, Master of Arts in Community Counseling, Master of Arts in Liberal
Studies, Master of Business Administration, Master of Education, Master of Science in
Nursing, Master of Science in Occupational Therapy, and Doctor of Philosophy in
Leadership.

Campus: The main campus in Reading is 55 acres, with two off-campus centers in
Philadelphia and Pottsville (Schuylkill County).

Enroliment: 2,800 students attend Alvernia, including 1,400 traditional undergraduates,
680 continuing education students, and 720 graduate students. A little over 75% of
first-year students live on campus.

Faculty: Among Alvernia professors, almost two-thirds hold the highest degree in their
field. The student to- faculty ratio is 15:1. Most classes are 20 students or fewer.

Student Activities: More than 50 student groups, including intramural and intercollegiate
sports, academic clubs, honor societies, student government, and faith-based, arts,
environmental, and service clubs.

Athletics: NCAA Division III, new member of Middle Atlantic States Athletic Conference
(beginning 2008-

2009) and Eastern College Athletic Conference, 7 men’s and 8 women’s intercollegiate
sports.

Financial Aid: About 99% of traditional undergraduates receive some type of financial
aid, including scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study. Each year, we award more
than $3 million in assistance. Alvernia University is located in a residential
neighborhood in Reading, Pennsylvania. We are a private, residential, coeducational
institution with liberal arts and professional programs sponsored by the Bernardine
Franciscan sisters, a Catholic religious order.

General: Alvernia University’s academic program includes 50 undergraduate programs
of study, six master’s degrees, a Ph.D. in Leadership, principal and teacher
certifications, degree completion programs, and a unique program for older adults
called the Seniors College, which serves hundreds of senior citizens. Its mission is to
provide a rigorous, caring, and inclusive learning community committed to academic
excellence and to being and fostering broadly educated lifelong learners, reflective
professionals and engaged citizens, and ethical learners with moral courage.
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MAJORS & MINORS

Addiction Studies

Athletic Training

Biochemistry

Biology

Biology-Medical

Technology

Business:
*Accounting
*Human Resource Management
*Management
*Marketing
*Sport Management
*Chemistry
*Chemistry-Medical Technology

Communications:
*Corporate
*Film, Culture & Creative Arts
*Journalism
*Media Design and Production
*Public Relations and Advertising
*Theatre Studies

Computer Information Systems:
*Business
*Communications
*Criminal Justice
*Mathematics
*Science

Criminal Justice

Administration

Education:
*Early Childhood Education
*Elementary Education
*Secondary Education:
*Biology
*Business
*Computer and Information Technology
*Chemistry
*English
*Mathematics
*Social Studies
*Special Education
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English
Forensic Science
General Science
History
Liberal Studies
Mathematics
Nursing
Occupational Therapy (5-year Master’s Degree)
Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology:
*General
*Counseling Rehabilitation
*Forensic Psychology
*Sport Psychology
Social Work
Theology
Undecided

ADDITIONAL MINORS

Art

Digital Media
Gerontology
Information Studies
International Studies
Music

Physics

Sociology

Spanish

Theatre

Women’s Studies

PRE-PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMS

Pre-Dental
Pre-Law
Pre-Medical
Pre-Veterinary
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