
Using NetLibrary to View eBooks 

Below are the most important features of NetLibrary as described in the NetLibrary Help file.  Check the 

NetLibrary Help file for additional information. 

Search Options: 

1. Author Search 

Enter the name in any order, with or without punctuation, and capitalization is not necessary 

(for example: Twain, Mark or mark twain or Twain Mark). 

 

2. Title Search 

Searches for terms in the title 

 

3. Keyword Search 

Searches the information about the book:  title, abstract, etc. 

 

4. Full-Text 

The broadest search as it searches the actual text of the book. 

 

5. Publisher 

 

6. ISBN 

 

7. Subject Search 

Searches the subject field.  Use assigned subject terms.  The Show Details link lists assigned 

subject terms for a specific book: 

 

 



 

 

Broaden Keyword Searches 

Add an asterisk (*) to the end of a search term to look for different endings of the term. 

Phrase Search 

Lets you search for a combination of words in the item or full-text. Surround the phrase you are looking 

for in quotes (" "). For example, you can perform a phrase search for "remote authentication" to retrieve 

full-text eContent that contains that phrase. 

 

Viewing Online 

NetLibrary eBooks are similar to print books: only one person can check out a print book.  Only one 

person can access and view a copy of an eBook.   See the Holds and Notifications section below for 

information on requesting a notification when an eBook becomes available.   

Unlike print books, you cannot check out an eBook.  A soon as you close your browser or your browser is 

inactive for 15 minutes, the eBook becomes available for other users. 

Copying Text 

You can copy and paste limited portions of an eBook in the online reader. Copying large portions of 

content violates copyright laws. If your usage indicates possible excessive copying, the activity is logged 

and you see a warning message. 

Printing 

You can print up to 15 pages per title per hour if you are logged into your account.  

You can print up to 10 pages per title per hour if you have no account or are not logged in. 



Holds and Notifications  

If all of your library's copies of an eBook or eAudiobook title are currently in use when you try to access 

the title, you see a link for the hold request option or the notification request option. Click the link to 

receive an e-mail message when a copy of the title is available. (Your library chose the option that you 

see.) 

For the hold request option, the title is held exclusively for you so you can access it. The e-mail message 

shows how long it will be held for you before others can access it. This option is similar to the Reserves 

service that your library may offer for other library materials. For more information about this option, 

see Holds and Hold Requests. 

For the notification request option, the e-mail message tells you that you can try to access the title, on a 

first-come, first-served basis. Any other users of your library who have a notification request for the 

same title receive the same message, at the same time as you.  

Session Time 

You are automatically logged out of your session after 15 minutes of inactive use. You will need to log 

back into your account. 

Favorites and Notes 

When logged in, you have the option of adding a book to your list of favorites.  You can also add notes 

when you are viewing a book.  Your notes are saved in your Favorites and Notes. 

http://0-www.netlibrary.com.alvin.iii.com/Help/DisplayTopic.aspx?Name=General/HoldsAndHoldRequests

