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Ethics and Leadership
What I Was Trying To Say
By Gerald S. Vigna, Ph.D.
Director, Center for Ethics and Leadership

                     
 Well, it’s over. Either your academic year – and we hope 
you will be back -- or your Alvernia career -- and we hope you will 
remember us proudly. Also hope you enjoyed filling out your stu-
dent feedback forms. I once received one from a dear friend who 
wrote, “The notes were great – oh wait – there were none!” Yep.
  There were none because I wanted a class filled with 
dialogue. I wanted students to engage. Both the material and each 
other. It’s hard to do that when folks are fixated on a board, wheth-
er white, black, green, or smart, waiting for the next jotting that is 
sure to be on the test because, after all, the prof took the time to 
write it down. That’s not enough. DIY as they say. I want students 
to do it themselves, to come to terms with texts primary and sec-
ondary, simple and complex. 
 Such engagement has a serious precondition, however, con-
fidence. Now I don’t mean the sort of verbal fencing that too often 
passes for discussion and resigns itself to a diffident, “You have 
your opinion, and I have mine.” The kind of confidence I seek 
comes only from highly developed, polished skills. Those come 
only from diligent effort continuously applied. Here’s a life lesson 
for you graduating seniors: bring the same effort to the world of 
work.
 But engagement is about more than skills and confidence 
affects more than work. Engaging belief systems, which inevitably 
is what good education does, has consequences, the most signifi-
cant of which is the loss of your safety net. This is a good thing. 
Too often in classes I have taught I have heard students avow, “I 
won’t change my beliefs!” Why this politics of fear? Indolence? 
Insolence? Or are the last two symptoms of the first? Listen, work 
toward an open-ended future and never be afraid of letting go. 
It takes courage to work without that net of immutability, but all 
tradition, even that set down in creeds by the great ecumenical 
councils of Nicaea and Chalcedon, is dynamic. Life lesson two: 
develop mastery and confidence sufficient to enable you to work 
toward an open-ended future whose joys and sorrows you have not 
yet imagined.
 Don’t grasp this future desperately, saying, “This is mine 
alone.” Don’t cheat yourself. Life teems with possibilities, but 
only through connecting. Engaging also means greeting the other, 
someone whom you do not know who may seem quite foreign to 
you, alien. In a sense we are all strangers to each other. We are all 
Other. Connect. The universe has more stars than black holes. Ven-
ture out. Odds are small that you will be sucked into nothingness. 
Life lesson three: you are always connected.
 What I was trying to say in those lectures with no notes is 
that you must bring diligent, focused effort to all that you do, that 
you must embrace an open-ended future, especially in discerning 
meaning and a spiritual path for your life, and that you must recog-
nize the natural connections of being alive and in the world.
 Graduates: good luck. Returning students: have a nice sum-
mer. Go fishing, everyone.  
                                             #     #     #

Taste of Chaos Storms Through 
Camden
Megan Zimmerman
 
 The Rockstar Taste of Chaos Tour (RTOC) commonly dubbed, 
“The Winter Warped Tour” which like the Warped Tour offers hours 
of punk, rock, and metal music, made it’s way through Camden, New 
Jersey on March 14, 2008 and blew the 25,000-seat and pit crowd away 
with roughly five hours of rock music. 
The tour, which has been held every winter since 2004, has boasted past 
acts such as 30 Seconds to Mars, My Chemical Romance and The Used. 
This year showcased the talents of headliners Avenged Sevenfold and 
openers Atreyu, Bullet for My Valentine, Blessthefall, MUCC, The Un-
derneath, Idiot Pilot and D’espairsRay. The Tweeter Center decided to 
split the main stage in order to include a smaller side stage where newer 
acts would perform to make the length between each band’s set shorter 
and move the show along smoothly. 
 In an effort to boost popularity in the United States, this year 
RTOC introduced Japanese Rock, or Jrock, to crowds with MUCC, The 
Underneath, and D’espairsRay. The audience eagerly listened to the 
three bands despite being unable to understand much of what was being 
sung and said between songs in Japanese.  Of the three, D’espairsRay 
seemed to garner the most attention and seemed to be the standout 
favorite among the crowd who bobbed their heads along to the music. 
The crowd responded well to the bands incredible stage presence and 
unique new sound. 
 Another favorite was the Seattle based band Idiot Pilot, which 
offered a more mellow set than the others that night. They blended 
together elements of melodic rock and screamo with synth, and played 
a half hour set of songs off of their new album “Wolves.”
 After the lesser known opening bands played, metalcore gi-
ants Bullet for My Valentine took the stage. The 4 piece band from 
Wales have gained popularity in the US during recent years after their 
first full-length release “The Poison” hit US stores in 2006. The album 
boosted their notoriety and their popularity could be clearly seen when 
the crowd exploded into screams when the band first took the stage. Be-
tween their songs singer and guitarist Matt Tuck spoke in a thick British 
accent and thanked the crowd for their support and energy. 
Following a high energy set from Bullet for My Valentine, members of 
Blessthefall took the side stage and began with a drum introduction that 
caught the attention of the whole crowd. The young band, whose mem-
bers vary in age from 17-20, caught the attention of crowds at 2007’s 
Warped Tour for their onstage energy and powerful music. In the past 
year, Blessthefall has had plenty of ups and downs including the loss of 
their singer, Craig Mabbitt, who chose to leave the band a few months 
ago mid-tour for personal family reasons. Despite this diversion, the 
band has hung on and continued to play with heart. Their power could 
be felt through the venue as they played songs from their newest album 
“His Last Walk.”
By the time Blessthefall had finished their set, the crowd was ready 
for the headlining bands, which started with an hour long set by Or-
ange County California’s Atreyu. Atreyu’s set was energetic with front 
man Alex Varkatzas running back and forth on and off the stage, then 
promptly followed by bassist Marc McKnight and guitarist Travis 
Miguel behind him. Varkatzas also engaged the crowd by asking the 
huge pit to get on their knees and promptly jump up on his cue. Perhaps 
the most unique part of Atreyu is Brandon Saller, who not only plays 
drums for the band but also sings the melodic parts of many of Atreyu’s 
songs while drumming along. The band mostly played songs off of their 
new album “Lead Sails Paper Anchor” and for their diehard fans includ-
ed a few songs from their debut album.
 For the fans of Avenged Sevenfold the nearly 20 minutes until 
their set after Atreyu’s performance was a long wait. To keep the crowd 
entertained the band put together a countdown with some personal 
video clips. As the ticker counted down the final seconds the crowd 
began to countdown as well and once 00:00 hit cheers erupted as the 
(Continued on page 11)


